Seasonal variation in man is a biological phenomenon commonly observed in the fluctuation of certain diseases and sometimes observed in physiological change. The Table I ., and also in Fig. 1 . (Strandgaard, 1922 (Strandgaard, , 1932 Fridtmodt-Miiller, 1932 ; Pai, 1929; Phillips, 1933; Stub-Christisen, 1931) .
It is unnecessary to record a detailed criticism of previous investigations but mention may Fig. 4 Fig. 5 in which the upper curve denotes the males and the lower curve the females.
In the first week of January the average weight of the male cases (represented by the point o on the ordinate) was 148^ pounds. Similarly, the average initial weight of the female patients was 120 pounds. In the subsequent weight curves during the year, two points of difference between the sexes were noted.
Firstly, the absolute decline in weight in the women patients during the months of February and March was greater than that registered for the men. The difference as shown in the curves in Fig. 5 There were 37 such patients and the average gain or loss in weight during the period of observation is illustrated in Fig. 9 . The average weight for the first week in January 
